On May 4 and 5, 2004, Sofia, FLGR held a seminar on “Housing policy and housing stock management”, at which Dutch and Bulgarian experts trained 25 representatives of Sofia districts “Mladost” and “Triaditsa”, NGO representatives and state government experts of MRSPW. Interested in the topic were also journalists from “24 hours”, “Dnevnik”, “Capital”, “Construction/City”, “Sofia properties” newspapers, as well as “Portfeil” broadcast of Darik radio, for which Dutch lectors were interviewed.

Within the training Mr. Alle Elbers, Director of PRC Bouwcentrum International, Holland, informed the participants about EU housing policy, issues of high rise in Europe and housing policy principles on local level. Mrs. Ester van Stikeleburg, expert from Urban Solutions, Holland, analyzed the multi-family residential areas and the role of different institutions in this process. Mr. Stoicho Motev, chief consultant of the National territory development center, made a review of housing policy in Bulgaria.

The training was the first module of five within the second phase of “Strengthening the Role of Local Governments and the Third Sector in Housing – Bulgaria” Project, funded by the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The project implementation period ends in the middle of 2005. It is administered jointly by FLGR and IHS, Rotterdam, Holland. “Mladost” and “Triaditsa” are Sofia pilot districts to apply Dutch experience in the field of housing policy. 


Alle Elbers for “Darik radio”, May 5, 2004:

In Bulgaria there are no funds to stimulate construction works in the public sector. It is extremely small, which is a problem. Other problem is condition of the existing housing stock and lack of mechanisms for stimulation of foreign investments in this area.

Part of the problem is the provision of housing stock for people in need. On the other hand, figures show that very high percent of the existing housing stock needs urgent renovation. A lot of work is expected to be done in regard to the energy efficiency.

In addition: 97 % of the housing stock is privatized and working mechanisms have to be developed, so that everybody in the building – private owners and public renters – takes care of the property. You need to develop the institution of owners’ associations – something that you don’t have in Bulgaria.

In order to maintain easier the common parts of the building, the owners should unite themselves in associations. This way they could easier ensure investments for renovation of the building.

