I Abstract 

Since 1997, through the USAID funded Resource Cities and CityLinks Programs, the International City/County Management (ICMA) and the Bulgarian Foundation for Local Government Reform (FLGR) have been instrumental in supporting a professional and systematic approach to local economic development (LED) in Bulgaria. In the early years, the program paired U.S. cities with Bulgarian municipalities to work on individual economic development projects. That effort has evolved to include the creation and support of an association of Bulgarian municipalities that applies systematic and sustainable economic development strategies to improve the economic vitality of their individual communities. With technical assistance from American economic development experts, Bulgarian municipalities are applying proven best practices to foster business development, create jobs and improve the quality of life for their citizens. An informal association of 14 Bulgarian communities was recently expanded to 29 municipalities, with the original 14 serving as mentors to new participants. The success of the program has resulted in a change in the mindset of many mayors and other local government officials of Bulgarian municipalities, who now recognize the key facilitating role local governments have to play in fostering LED, and understand the value of the professionalism to sustainable economic growth. 

Together, ICMA, USAID and FLGR have built the capacity of Bulgarian local governments to implement a systematic and sustainable approach to economic development. As a result of these successes, the Bulgaria Local Economic Development Partnership (LEDP) is considered a model for building local economic development capacity in other transitional countries throughout Europe and Eurasia. 

Bulgaria Facts 
Location: Balkan Peninsula, south of Romania, north of Greece and Turkey. 
Size: 110,944 sq km 
Capital : Sofia 
Population: 7.6 million (declining) 
GDP per capita: $7,600 (2003) 
GDP Growth Rate: 5.3% (2004 
Unemployment: 12.2 % (2005) 
Average Monthly Salary: $190 (2004) 
EU Accession Candidate : 2007 
Sources: Bulgarian National Bank, National Statistical institute, National Employment Service, World Bank

