
Challenges toChallenges to
the nature protection inthe nature protection in

BulgariaBulgaria

NadaNada ToshevaTosheva
Bulgarian Society for the Protection of BirdsBulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds



Crossroads forCrossroads for
biodiversitybiodiversity
in Europein Europe

33 BiogeographicBiogeographic regionsregions
(Continental, Alpine, Black(Continental, Alpine, Black
Sea)Sea)

Biota ranges from boreal toBiota ranges from boreal to
Mediterranean and from CMediterranean and from C
European to C Asian speciesEuropean to C Asian species

High endemism (8%) andHigh endemism (8%) and
many relict speciesmany relict species

Climate ranging from alpineClimate ranging from alpine
to subto sub--MediterraneanMediterranean

50% of the country is50% of the country is
mountainous (mountainous (RilaRila Mt. 2925 m)Mt. 2925 m)

30% covered by forests,30% covered by forests,
including 103,000 ha ofincluding 103,000 ha of ‘‘virginvirgin’’
forestsforests



Reach biodiversityReach biodiversity



UnfortunatelyUnfortunately
things are notthings are not
alwaysalways
beautifulbeautiful……..



Country in economic transitionCountry in economic transition
SocioSocio--economic baselineeconomic baseline –– EUEU
poorest countrypoorest country

Nature protection is primarily aNature protection is primarily a
declaration, real priority isdeclaration, real priority is
economic growtheconomic growth

Last decade of 20Last decade of 20thth centurycentury
boosted natural recovery ofboosted natural recovery of
ecosystemsecosystems

Unsustainable use of resourcesUnsustainable use of resources
(forests, mineral extraction,(forests, mineral extraction,
water)water)

Dramatic implication on habitatsDramatic implication on habitats



Challenge 1:Challenge 1:
luck of strategic planning documentsluck of strategic planning documents



No strategic environmental assessment
No or poor EIA
Sites of international importance
threatened

WindfarmsWindfarms alongalong ViaVia PonticaPontica



Challenge 2:Challenge 2:
change of the land purpose usechange of the land purpose use



Challenge 3:Challenge 3:
ensure participation of the civil societyensure participation of the civil society

Monitoring of the EUMonitoring of the EU
fundsfunds
Management ofManagement of
Protected areasProtected areas
Monitoring of the lawMonitoring of the law
enforcementenforcement



Challenge 4:Challenge 4:
management ofmanagement of NaturaNatura 2000 sites2000 sites



Thank you for your attention

I


