Draft

R U L E S 

FOR INTERACTION BETWEEN THE MUNICIPALITY OF…, INTEGRITY LOCAL ACTION GROUP AND LOCAL NGOs 

I. GENERAL CONDITIONS

1. These rules regulate the rights, the obligations and the conditions for interaction and cooperation between local government entities, local NGOs (those who are registered in the database as per article 14) and Integrity Local Action Groups
 (ILAG).

2. The aim of the rules is to assist the consolidation of the resources and the efforts of the local government entities, NGOs and ILAG for the implementation of the Municipal Development Plan of (name of the municipality) 2007-2013 from the view point of accomplishing the objectives of the local NGOs and ILAGs and motivating residents to actively participate in the development of the municipality.

3. The interaction between the local government entities and the local NGOs shall be established in compliance with the national legislation. The principles of equality, transparency, impartiality and freedom of speech shall be strictly observed. 

4. The interaction encompasses all activities of the local government entities, the NGOs and the ILAG. The interaction may be impeded only when legislative limitations are available.

II. REPRESENATION


5. When interacting with local NGOs and ILAG the municipality is represented by the Chairman of the Municipal council who sign all cooperation agreements and other interaction-related documents.


6. The Chairman of the Municipal council may delegate his/her interaction-related duties to his/her deputies only in cases when this does not violate the applicable legislation. 


7. Local NGOs set out representation procedure according to their statutes and court registration.    

8. NGOs registered in the Municipal registration database of NGOs as per article 14 have the right to represent non-formal civic organizations, as far as the latter are not forbidden by law. 

III. FORMS OF INTERACTION 


9. Local government entities, local NGOs and ILAG may use all forms of interaction that favor the accomplishment of the objectives of the three parties and are not forbidden by law. 

III.1 EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION


10. The information that relate to the activities of the Municipal council and its normative acts shall be exchanged by the Chairman of the Municipal council. 


11. The information related to the activities of the mayor and the municipal administration shall be exchanged by the mayor or a person designated by the mayor. 

12. The request for information as per articles 10 and 11 shall be done verbally or in written by persons that are designated to represent the local NGOs and the ILAG. The requested information shall be presented – verbally or in written – within 7 days accompanied by copies of documents.   

13. The information as per articles 10, 11, 12 is presented only to those NGOs who are registered in the Municipal registration database of NGOs. The presentation of information to other NGOs shall follow the regulations of the Law on access to public information. 

14. With the aim to receive information related to the statute, objectives and activities of local NGOs and ILAG a municipal registration database of NGOs shall be established in the municipality of…. The following information shall be requested by NGOs willing to register:    

a/ Name of the organization, address per court registration and address for correspondence including other contact details;

b/ A copy of the court registration (when the Statute and the Management board of the respective NGO changed updated information is required);

c/  Standard form to be filled out containing information in regards to the financial capacity, human and other material resources, licenses, completed projects and other initiatives of the NGO;

15. The Municipal registration database of NGOs shall be run by a municipal servant designated by the mayor. The information related to registered in the database NGOs shall be uploaded in a dedicated section of the official website of municipality of… When interacting with NGOs the local government entities shall use the information from the Municipal registration database of NGOs. 

III.2 PARTICIPATION OF LOCAL NGOs AND ILAG IN ACTIVITIES OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENTITIES OF (NAME) MUNICIPALITY
16. When Municipal council’s standing and ad-hoc committees are established, the council shall decide on the necessity of and opportunity for inviting representatives from local NGOs and ILAG as members of these committees. 

17. Based on his/her judgment the Chairman of the Municipal council may decide to include in the agenda of the Municipal council’s sessions representatives from those local NGOs and ILAG whose activities correspond with the subject of the respective session with the aim to provide the NGOs and the ILAG with opportunity to express their opinion on issues of Municipal council competence.  

18. In addition to articles 16 and 17 the mayor may invite representatives from local NGOs and ILAG to take part in working groups and other consultative bodies in the discussion of draft normative acts before their issuance.

19. When public discussions on draft normative acts take place the mayor may commission studies, reports and other activities related to information and data collection at local NGOs and ILAG.

III.3 JOINT ACTIONS


20. When necessary the mayor contracts local NGOs and ILAG for developing joint projects and initiatives related to the improvement of the performance of the local government entities and the living standards. 


21. In order to contribute to the successful implementation of joint projects and initiatives the municipality may provide human, information and technical resources as well as co-financing when possible.    

22. After the joint projects/initiatives are completed the participating parties carry out own monitoring of the project activities and achieved results.

23. The Municipal council, the municipal administration, the local NGOs and the ILAG shall organize regular public discussions on issues of community interest such as social services, education, environment, culture and etc. or when draft normative acts and municipal strategic documents are on the community agenda.   

III. COOPERATION AGREEMENTS
24. The interaction between the municipality of …, local NGOs and ILAG takes place based on cooperation agreements between the parties for the development of joint projects/initiatives on concrete topics having clearly defined objectives and timeframe for their achievement. 

25. Those cooperation agreements that require financial contribution from the municipality are first scrutinized by the municipal financial experts.

26. All cooperation agreements must be approved by the Municipal council before enter into force.    

IV. MATERAIL AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT

27. When needed and possible the municipality may provide local NGOs and ILAG with premises for implementation of particular tasks following the regulations of the relevant normative acts.

28. When municipal funds are available and the respective decision of the Municipal council is taken the municipality may announce calls for local NGO projects of community interest and benefit. 

29. The selection of the projects as per article 28 shall be undertaken by a Committee assembled by the mayor. The Committee prepares a list of approved projects and presents it before the Municipal council who take the final award decision. 

30. The Chairman of the Committee shall be a deputy mayor or a director of a directorate in the municipal administration. Members of the Committee shall be one representative of the municipal administration (different from the Chairman), one municipal counselor appointed by the Municipal council and two representatives of local NGOs and ILAG. 

31. The appointment of representatives of local NGOs and ILAG (only those who are registered in the municipal database of NGOs) in the Committee shall be done by the organizations themselves. 

32. Committee shall take decisions applying the majority rule. 

V. JOINT ENTITIES

33. Joint standing and/or ad-hoc entities for the purposes of smooth implementation of joint projects/initiatives may be established after a proposition for that is made by the NGOs and the ILAG and the respective order of the mayor is issued. 

34. The order of the mayor regulates the functions of the entity, the composition, the way decisions are taken and the time needed to establish the respective entity. 

35. The draft of the order is prepared by a team of experts from the municipal administration, the NGOs and the ILAG.  

VI. CONLCUDING PROVISIONS

36. After the end of every financial year the mayor of the (name) municipality submits a report to the Municipal council regarding the joint activities of the municipality/NGOs/ILAG and the application of these rules.


These rules enter into force from the date of their approval. 

� ILAG may serve as Community council for good governance, prevention of and counteraction to corruption. ILAG shall adopt its own regulations.





