PROJECT SUMMARY 
	Name of the organization
	Center for rehabilitation and social contacts of children and other people with visual impairments

	Project title
	“Center for rehabilitation and social integration of children with multiple disabilities”

	Priority area
	Priority area 2: Provision and development of social services, such as in health and childcare

	Geographical area of implementation
	Cities of Gabrovo and Varna

	Total project cost (in euro)
	34 084 

	Approved EEA funding (in euro)
	28 690

	Project duration
	March 2009 – August 2010

	Partner(s), if any
	”Empathy” Foundation – city of Varna


	Project objectives
	<General purpose> Initiation and development of various social services – medical, professional and social rehabilitation of children with mental, physical and sensory disabilities in the cities of Gabrovo and Varna

<Specific purposes> Search and inclusion of children with multiple disabilities from their earliest childhood, students and other young people.

 Providing a set of social services related to social rehabilitation and integration of the children

Offering educational and developing programs, starting a program for early impact, helping the successful integration of children with special educational needs in the mass school system with the purpose of facilitating their successful social realization, social and legal advice, development of individual programs for social inclusion, creating optimal conditions for correctional and compensatorial, as well as integrational work with the users of the services.

	Main activities
	Educational integration: Early impact – including children with multiple disabilities from 0 to 7 years of age and their families; Integrated training of children with multiple disabilities from 7 to 18 years of age.

Social Integration 
Social assistance to children with multiple disabilities 
Social and legal advice 
Working with parents; 
Public Relations; 
Rehabilitation: Motor Rehabilitation, logopedic rehabilitation, psychological rehabilitation, social rehabilitation; 
Therapies: Music Therapy, fine art, applied art, puppet- and fairy tale therapy; 
Work therapy.

	Project results
	Creating an adequate environment and microclimate for individual and group work with children. Successful integration into mass kindergartens and schools. Improving the opportunities for integration as a result of the deficit-reduction and the stimulation of the abilities of each child.

Improving the awareness of people with disabilities about their rights and obligations. Prevention of abandonment: with appropriate pedagogical support the children can be raised in their own families without having to be placed in a specialized institution. Promotion of the activities of the Centers and the potentialities of children with disabilities. Changing the attitudes of the society towards the children with disabilities and the formation of positive public attitudes.


