PROJECT SUMMARY 

	Name of the organization
	Psychological Support Foundation

	Project title

	‘Accept this child’ 
A centre for consultation, pedagogic rehabilitation and social integration of children and adolescents suffering from Down Syndrome. 

	Priority area
	Priority area 2: Provision and development of social services, such as in health and childcare

	Geographical area of implementation
	The project will be implemented in Sofia city but activities will encompass children and adolescents from all over the country

	Total project cost (in euro)
	22 611, 66 

	Approved EEA funding (in euro)
	20 351

	Project duration
	March 2009 – August 2010

	Partner(s), if any
	RE Foundation


	Project objectives

	Setting up of a centre for consultation, pedagogic rehabilitation and social integration of children and adolescents suffering from Down Syndrome
Trial of a new model of community social services, set up as an alternative to specialized institutions.

	Main activities

	1. Pedagogic rehabilitation of children with Down Syndrome aiming at development of their social potential
2. Consultation, training and psychological support for parents of children with DS. Prevention of abandoning of children with DS in institutions.
3. Publicity of project activities, aiming at overcoming the negative social attitude to people suffering from DS.

	Project results

	Implemented model of alternative social services for children with DC and their families:
1. Prevention of abandoning of children with DS in institutions: 25-30 parental couples with newly born babies will receive consultative and psychological support;
2. Combating social isolation: 30-35 families and single mothers looking after children with DS at home will receive professional consultation and support for successful social integration of their children;
3. Social integration: 20-25 children with DS raised in family environment and 10 institutionalized children will develop skills for better social adaptation;
4. Implemented positive media strategy for people with DS.


