PROJECT SUMMARY 

	Name of the organization
	Bulgarian Helsinki Committee 

	Project title
	Improving the civil society capacity by training human rights defenders, lawyers and journalists

	Priority area
	Priority area 3: Development of civil society and protection of human rights 

	Geographical area of implementation
	Bulgaria 

	Total project cost
	15 281 Euro

	Approved EEA funding in EUR
	13 576 Euro

	Project duration
	10 months 

	Partner(s), if any
	

	Project objectives
	The project goal is to improve the knowledge among civil society about the standards and mechanisms for protection from torture, inhuman and degrading treatment and punishment and in the sphere of freedom of expression. 

The project objectives are to develop and strengthen the capacity of non-governmental organisations, lawyers and journalists by introducing them to the international and domestic standards and mechanisms for protection from torture, inhuman and degrading treatment and punishment and those in the sphere of freedom of expression and hate speech in order to achieve more effective protection against violations of these rights.

	Main activities
	The project provides for the organisation of two training seminars for human rights activists, lawyers and journalists. One of the seminars will be focused on torture, inhuman and degrading treatment and punishment. It will be directed to legal practitioners and NGOs engaged in this sphere and in the sphere of monitoring places of detention and closed institutions. The second seminar will be dedicated to freedom of expression and will be directed to NGOs, lawyers and journalists. 

The BHC will produce handbooks for use by the participants in both seminars. 

	Project results
	We can expect that as a result of the organised trainings, the representatives of the target groups will be in a position to provide better protection against infringements of these human rights; to engage more effectively in advocacy for the respect of these rights, and to lobby more effectively for the change of the practices before the state authorities. 

This will be achieved through training, producing two training manuals on the protection of the two rights and the mechanisms for their protection, preparation of other materials, and organisation of two trainings for a total of 60 participants.


