PROJECT SUMMARY 
	Name of the organization
	Centre for Independent Living – Sofia, Bulgaria

	Project title
	Campaign for personal assistance and human rights of disabled people

	Priority area
	Priority area 3: Development of civil society and protection of human rights 

	Geographical area of implementation
	Country-wide

	Total project cost
	65 051

	Approved EEA funding in EUR
	58 540



	Project duration
	18 months

	Partner(s), if any
	ULOBA – Norway; Decent Life Association – Vidin; Decent Life Foundation – Bourgas, You Choose Association – Stara Zagora 

	Project objectives
	The main goal of the project is to ensure that the human rights of disabled people are respected in Bulgaria and they have access to personal assistance for independent living in their own communities.  The project objectives include: 
1. Raising awareness of the disabled people and their organisations about personal assistance (PA) as a part of the social model of disabilities and a policy tool to ensure equal opportunities and independent living;

2. Empowerment of disabled people so that they become able to stand for their right to independent living through access to PA;
3. Raising awareness of the institutions and policy makers about the nature of PA as an option to compensate for the deficit caused by the impairment and provide support to disabled people for their effective participation in the community.

	Main activities
	1. Evaluation of the current assistance services available to  Bulgarian disabled people under the National Assistants to Disabled People Programme (personal and social assistants), Human Resource Development Programme funded under the Bulgarian Operational Programme for European Structural Funds (social assistant and home attendant) and the Assistant for Independent Living under the Sofia Municipal Regulation; 

2. Publicity of the results at meetings with experts, officials and policy makers at the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, as well as with politicians. Running a public debate on the necessity to set up a wide range of services and support schemes for disabled people, which would ensure their right to independent living in the communities of their free choice;

3. Group meetings of disabled people to present the PA scheme as a tool for them to have independent living. Exchange visits of disabled Bulgarians to ULOBA – Norway and of Norwegian disabled people to CIL – Sofia.
4. Production of a promotion brochure, information materials on PA schemes in other European countries, ongoing update of the project website with latest disability policy developments in EU Member-States. 

	Project results
	1. Four reports developed presenting the existing assistance service in Bulgaria – three on the different services (personal assistant, social assistant and assistant for independent living) and one summary report;
2. Promoted evaluation results by posting them on the project website, providing for media coverage in the mainstream press and through a public debate on the effectiveness and efficiency of the existing assistance services in Bulgaria, which will exploit the findings, conclusions and recommendations in the evaluation reports;
3. Two round table discussions are held with experts, policy makers and politicians, which will allow around 50 people to participate in the debate directly. Larger audience will be involved via the mainstream media and the press. 
4. Over 300 disabled people acquire comprehensive information about the nature and mechanism of the PA scheme for independent living;

5. Around 50 people are consulted on how to get access to community services; 
6. Five disabled Bulgarians visit Oslo to learn about the experience of their Norwegian peers co-owners of ULOBA Cooperative; over 50 Bulgarian disabled participate in meetings with Norwegian disabled people associated with ULOBA during their visit to Bulgaria; all they are better motivated to stand up for their right to be treated as equal citizens;

7. More than 30 experts, policy makers and politicians become aware of the PA scheme as a tool for providing equal opportunities to disabled people and a part of the inclusive social policies;

8. 600 pages of translated materials will be posted on the project website illustrating the PA scheme and its impact on the daily activities of disabled people in other European countries; 

9. A brochure on PA will be produced and distributed around the country.


